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How Slot Machines are Graded

(Reprinted with permission from the wife (Nora Mead) of the author (Daniel Mead) of Loose Change Blue Book for Slot Machines, Fourth Edition, 1997 – 1998.)
Grade 1

This grade represents the absolute top of the line in terms of physical condition.  Grade 1 machines are either brand new out of the crate, or in excellent, virtually unused condition, both inside and out.  Whole reproductions, and machines which have been either partially or wholly restored, are never assigned a Grade 1 value.

Grade 2

This grade represents the second level of quality and includes two different classes of machines.  Grade 2 machines are those in excellent to very good condition, inside and out, with no parts missing and only minor wear on the mechanism.  This grade also includes machines that have undergone quality restoration to reinstate them to an excellent facsimile of their original condition, inside and out.

Grade 3

This grade represents machines in average physical condition, inside and out.  It allows for a maximum of two (2) missing, insignificant mechanism parts not essential for normal home operation of the machine.

Grade 4

This grade represents machines in fair operating condition and allows for a maximum of four (4) missing, insignificant parts not essential for normal home operation of the machine.

Grade 5

This grade represents machines in very poor condition and barely operable, with up to six (6) missing insignificant mechanism parts not essential for normal home operation of the machine; or in the case of modem machines with video monitors and/or hoppers, the monitor and/or hopper must both be intact and operable.
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